














Freemasonry and the Mafia
By Bro. Burx Norrod

The Mafia and Freemasonry are two vastly different 
organizations with distinct purposes, histories, and 
structures. However, some superficial similarities can 
be drawn between them. Here are a few points of 
comparison:

Similarities:

1. Secretive Nature:
   - Both organizations operate with a level of secrecy. 
The Mafia's secrecy is to protect its criminal activities, 
while Freemasonry's secrecy is part of its tradition and 
rituals.

2. Initiation Rites:
   - Both have initiation ceremonies for new members. The Mafia has various rites of passage, 
often involving criminal acts to prove loyalty, whereas Freemasonry has formal initiation 
rituals that symbolize moral and ethical lessons.

3. Hierarchy:
   - Both organizations have hierarchical structures. The Mafia has a clear chain of 
command from bosses to soldiers. Freemasonry has a structured hierarchy of degrees and 
offices within its lodges.

4. Code of Conduct:
   - Both have codes of conduct that members are expected to follow. The Mafia enforces its 
code through fear and violence, while Freemasonry promotes a moral code centered 
around brotherhood, charity, and personal integrity.

5. Membership Bonds:
   - In both groups, there is a strong emphasis on loyalty and fraternity among members. The 
Mafia relies on these bonds to maintain trust and control, whereas Freemasonry 
emphasizes brotherly love and mutual support.

6. Influence and Networking:
   - Members of both organizations often use their connections within the group to gain 
influence and access opportunities. Mafia members might use their connections for illegal 
enterprises, while Freemasons might leverage their networks for mutual support and 
advancement in legal and professional endeavors.

Differences:

1. Purpose and Activities:
   - The Mafia is a criminal organization involved in illegal activities such as drug 
trafficking, extortion, and money laundering. Freemasonry is a fraternal organization 
focused on moral and spiritual development, charity, and community service.
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2. Legal Status:
   - The Mafia is an illegal entity, often pursued by law enforcement. Freemasonry is a legal 
organization with lodges around the world operating openly and often contributing to 
community welfare.

3. Public Perception:
   - The Mafia is widely viewed negatively due to its association with crime and violence. 
Freemasonry, though sometimes misunderstood or viewed with suspicion, generally has a 
more neutral or positive public image, especially regarding its charitable activities.

4. Global Presence:
   - While both have international reach, Freemasonry's global presence is more 
structured and formally recognized across different countries. The Mafia, though having 
international networks, operates more clandestinely and is often fragmented across 
different groups and regions.

5. Membership Recruitment:
   - The Mafia recruits based on family ties, loyalty, and criminal capability. Freemasonry 
typically requires a belief in a higher power, a good moral character, and an interest in 
personal development.

Understanding these differences is crucial as they highlight the fundamentally different 
natures of the two organizations /G\


