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Let There Be Light! 

By Bro. Burx Norrod 
Herndon Lodge No. 264 A.F.A.M. 

March 6013 A:.L:. 

There are numerous articles on various Masonic topics I am in the process of writing, 
inspired by my many thoughts and illuminations of the Craft as they progress. Because 
there seems to be no one 'cookie cutter' answer to the explanations of its' symbolisms, 
the individual must study these mysteries on his own accord to and then realize for 
himself what Light is being bestowed upon him.  

Having read many books and countless online articles thus far on the teachings of 
Freemasonry, I've come to conclude that having done so was just the door opener for an 
understanding that to duly & truly understand Freemasonry, one would have to start 
from the beginning with the Catechisms. Simply reading an entire book on 
Freemasonry may leave you with still a bit of wonder, as the teachings are 
philosophical in nature, and is not so transparent - and it's interpretations will vary 
from book to book, and from person to person. 

The Catechism, as defined by the Mentor's Manual, is: "a series of questions and answers 
that is intended to teach each initiate the language of Freemasonry, to fix in his mind the 
teachings of the degree, to impress upon his consciousness the facets of the obligation he has 
assumed, and to enable him to prove to his satisfaction and that of his Brethren that he is a 
Mason." 

Thus, my suggestion is an exercise that can be alluded to by any Mason, regardless of 
Degree. Learning the Catechisms is vital to the Freemasons' education. It's not designed 
to simply enable one to be a parrot by learning how to recite these words by memory, 
but rather to have a blueprint to be able to reflect on. I would challenge any Brother to 
start from the beginning, with the Entered Apprentice's Catechism, and pick out words 
or phrases that he does not truly understand, research it, and then write a paper about it. 
It doesn't have to be long or eloquent at all ... about as long and as informal as this 
article I'm writing now.  
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Being able to write the report, and if possible, present it to the Brethren in the Lodge, 
will certainly enhance ones' own proficiency in the Craft, and help to expand the 
thought horizons for those in attendance. Being a Freemason isn't simply one of 
occasionally coming to the Lodge as a social club member, wearing a ring, or other 
paraphernalia, but rather a lifetime of study and reflection. 

It's being able to understand the revelations of its' signs, symbols, and allegories, and 
then being able to interpret them for yourself to utilize in your everyday life. In this day 
and age, with the amount of books written and online sources available, an Observant 
Mason must know more than the average non-Mason who's simply read the book 
'Freemasons for Dummies' - an excellent book by Chris Hodapp.  

While there are numerous esoteric books that provide Masonic truths - I  find that if the 
reader is not a philosopher by nature, that book will not be read. However - all 
Freemasons have a philosophic subconscious as there would be no other way to explain 
one's participation wanting to learn meanings behind symbols & such. 

This is more especially becoming important as the current average age for men being 
initiated into Freemasonry is 37 years old. In this Anno Lucis year of 6013, it is the age 
of the internet - where simply 'googling' a question will pull up an answer, even those 
on Freemason topics. If this is the case, what would be the reason one should even 
attend Lodge meetings if one can find this information online?  

Digging deeper - I discovered that one would attend the Lodge Communications in the 
same way one would attend a religious service, even though the Bible or other Book of 
Sacred Law is already out in the open for all to read. What draws in the Brethren is 
being in a surrounding of like-minded thinkers, and the environment of the Craft's 
atmosphere. 

I would challenge those who are reading book after book on the Craft to desist, and to 
start writing about what the Craft means to you, subject by subject. The hundreds of 
thousands of books and online articles exist for a reason, they're all written by those 
who have had a belief in what the Craft means to them - and along the way had 
published their findings. We must not let one man's truths become our own, for this is 
what kills the internal spirit. If the Supreme Architect Of The Universe wanted soul-less 
creatures, he would have created those who did not have the power of thought. 
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There are those who may say that there's not enough time in the day to put a paper 
together, or to even write their thoughts out, much less read a Masonic book. To those I 
will ask, is that TV Show being watched or video game being played more important 
than learning about the Tenants of our Institution?  

Many of the new generation of Masons are being intrigued by the Craft due to the 
mysticism that surrounds it, partly due to works such as Dan Brown with his published 
books and movies. Pure fiction - but representative of a Masonic truth. The thoughts of 
it being an ancient philosophical order shrouded by secrecies is another. Thus, it is 
equally important, more now than ever, to become well-informed Brethren. 

If you are a Master Mason, ask yourself - do you understand all 3 Catechisms, and how 
to explain them to a new Catechist if asked? If not, get started!  

Just a few topics among many to consider researching: 

What does 'Free' in Freemasonry mean to you?
Why do Masons wear an Apron?
Who are the Holy Saints John?
What are the Ancient Landmarks?
What does being an Observant Mason mean?
Exactly what is Freemasonry?
Why is the Symbolic Lodge called the Blue Lodge?

You get the idea. In just a minute I could rattle off over a dozen more Masonic topics 
that are not truly understood by most in the Craft. While these may appear to be 
elementary for a few learned Brethren, it's light that hasn't yet been illuminated by most. 

This short report is designed by nature to encourage the individual Mason to begin his 
journey in the Craft by learning what goes on in the Craft for himself. Thus, he will 
render himself deserving of the honor which has been conferred upon him. 

For these reasons, there must be no recruitment or encouragement for others to enter 
Freemasonry. The Lodge room will always be filled to its' capacities when it contains 
those who are being observant of its philosophies and illuminations - not with warm 
bodies, but with warm hearts heated by the burning fire of Masonic Light. 

Let there be light! 



RIFLE RAFFLE

Up for ra le is an Aero Precision M4E1 5.56x45mm rifle. This is an excellent rifle for the seasoned 
professional, the enthusiast looking to add to their collection, or the beginner looking for a solid 
rifle to learn on. This rifle is chambered for 5.56x45mm or .223 rounds and comes with two 30-
round magazines. It is optics ready and comes with Magpul Gen 3 Backup sights as well. The 

forend furniture is MLok compatible and ready for accessories.

This ra le benefits Sandoval Masonic Lodge who’s charitable events directly support children’s
education and families in Rio Rancho and throughout Sandoval County.

Only 400 tickets are available and the drawing will be held on May 30th 2025. The winner will be 
contacted and arrangements will be made with the winner to transfer the rifle. The winning ticket 

number will be formally announced not later than June 2, 2025.

To purchase tickets, use the QR Code below. A confirmation email will be sent to you within 24 
hours confirming your ticket.

NOTE: All federal and state laws apply and the winner must be legally able to receive the rifle for 
them to receive it. If the winner is ineligible, a new ticket will be drawn.
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