


From the East

“Men are nothing, principles are everything.”
Bro. Benito Juarez

Greetings Brethren,

I hope this reaches you in good spirits and health. We have been blazing through the year 
and are almost at the halfway point. 

I am very thankful for everyone’s continued contributions to our Lodge and Craft. We are 
making strides and moving into a busy Summer and Fall and I look forward to the activities 
and events we have planned.

As I read the above quote from our Brother Juarez it made me think how blessed we are to 
have knocked at the door of Freemasonry, and been accepted. In my opinion the principles 
of Freemasonry are some of the most inspirational, moral, and enlightening that we can 
ever encounter. Brotherly love, relief, and truth, temperance, fortitude, prudence, 
justice, and the myriad of other precepts we internalize, are life changing.

Our Nation was founded on Leaders who embodied these principles, and we need that now 
more than ever. But it wasn’t just the men themselves, it was what they stood for and how 
they manifested that in the World. We as Freemasons have embarked upon a quest for 
Light, and as we gain minute particles of it each and every day, we also are duty bound to 
spread and share that Light with others. Not just with our egos and how much we feel we 
know and can talk about, but with our actions and deeds in our everyday encounters.
Much Love and Light,

WM Davin



From the West

I am duly & truly pleased at how active Sandoval Lodge No. 76 is as we experience 
Freemasonry at it's finest! As Senior Warden, not only do I assist WM Davin with opening 
and closing the Lodge, but also serve as the Building Committee Chairman. No question 
there was much work done this year so far with making sure the odds and ends of the 
Lodge are in full function.

Thanks to Building Committee members WB Larry Mikkelsen, Bro. Bill Whelchel & Bro. 
Roger McDonald, our Lodge is in tip top shape, making it a joy for not just our Blue Lodge 
activities, but for the appendant bodies that meet there as well.

I do also want to thank each and every one of you who've been coming out to our Lodge 
Degree practices on non-Stated mondays, and the occasional Sundays, however unless 
we're having a Degree on that Monday, I'll refrain from organizing practices on Sundays. 
It's only by the dedication of each and every one of you that we can put on the best degree 
the candidate will have ever seen! 

We have 3 Fellowcrafts working diligently on their FC Proficiencies, so we'll have at 
least 3 more Master Mason Degrees before the year is over. All are needed to help make 
these Raisings as effective as they can be - please be on the lookout for the schedule of 
events that get posted. 

If you noticed, we also have new faces showing up at our dinners - all interested 
individuals who are considering Freemasonry, and Sandoval Lodge in particular. Having 
prospects show up from Las Cruces, Farmington, Santa Fe, and Belen, no question we're 
doing something right - representing Freemasonry in the Land of Enchantment! 

It's been a real pleasure in assisting WM Davin with running the Lodge, as well as knowing 
our Festiveboards are always on point with our Junior Warden Bro. John Keel always 
making these events unforgettable, more especially with the the celebratory spirits at 
the end of our Stated Communications. Having been a Junior Warden for 4 years out of my 
12 years as a Mason, I can truly appreciate all that Bro. John Keel does, and know that 
there is none better! 

As always - should any of you have any questions or concerns about the Lodge, or how we 
may make your journey in Freemasonry a more enlightening one - don't hesitate to reach 

out to me at BurxNorrod@gmail.com

                                                                    BURX NORROD, Senior Warden



From The South

Greetings Brothers,

It's great to see our Lodge doing so well. Even with some of the hurdles 
we've had to deal with this year, I've still been enjoying all the time I've had 

to spend with you and look forward to all the fun we have yet to come.

Bro. John Keel
Junior Warden



Bro. Robert Cowder

CONGRATULATIONS to Sandoval Lodge's newest 
member, Brother Robert Cowder, who comes to us 

as a plural member from Valley Lodge No. 69. 

Bro. Robert was initiated, Passed, and Raised in 
Valley Lodge No. 69 in 2008, and has served as 

Junior Steward, Senior Steward, Junior Deacon, 
tiler, and is currently the senior Deacon of Valley 

Lodge No. 69, bringing a wealth of Masonic 
experiences to Sandoval Lodge. 

Bro. Robert was also featured in our May edition 
of the Trestleboard with his article submission 

'The Path We Walk'. Check it out in the 
Trestleboard archives at 

www.rioranchofreemasons.org! 





Sandoval Lodge's annual spring cleaning was a success, thanks to all who 
showed up to help spruce up the Lodge building and it's surroundings, 

helping to make our Lodge an enjoyable place to visit! 

Thanks to Bethel No. 4 Honor Queen Peace McKenzie for representing Jobs 
Daughters, and to Bro. Robert Cowder for taking the time to help out prior 

to his son's 5th Birthday celebration!! 



Are you a Master Craftsman? 

 On June 17, the 3rd Monday of June and a non-Stated Monday, we will be 
having a study group on the book Esoterika by Albert Pike in the Lodge at 

6pm - 7:30pm.  Due to content,  this will be open to Master Masons only. Join 
us as we explore the development of Blue Lodge Freemasonry and explore 

it's developing symbolism. 

To order the book Esoterika (not required) or to participate in the study 
group, email BurxNorrod@gmail.com





Grand Master's Chit Chat on June 2 at 6pm! 

Got something on your mind regarding the state of Freemasonry in the 
Land of Enchantment? 

Join Grand Master, MW Steve Almager, for his monthly chit chat on Zoom! 

The Next one is happening on Sunday, June 2, at 6pm. An email link to the 
zoom call was sent out on May 28, if you'd like to participate but haven't 

received the email - reach out to Senior Warden Burx at 
BurxNorrod@gmail.com for the link. 

Even if you don't have anything on your mind you think you may want to ask 
on the call, many attend it to hear what MW Steve has to say, or listen to 

the questions or concerns that roll in. 





THE 2ND WATER WARS IS COMING!!! Saturday June 8th!!! 

After last years amazing success, the Masonic Youth Committee has 
planned 2 Water Wars this year. One for the beginning of summer 

celebration, and one for back to school. Thousands of Ballons, Water 
Rifles, Food, Pool and Masinic Youth T-Shirts for those who have not 

received one. This is the perfect way to introduce your prospects to our 
Masonic Youth. 

So everyone, bring one new friend and let's do some cool things together!!! 
Everything is free!!! Just bring a side or dessert. BBQ will be provided by 

Dad Glass and Dad Leon 5901 Paradise Blvd NW 2pm-5pm park fun and food 
5pm-7pm pool and slides. Lets make this year's Water Wars better than 

ever!!! 

Your Masonic Youth Committee



We're seeking 10 talented chili chefs to join the competition! If you'd like to showcase your special chili, 
please reserve your spot by contacting Peace McKenzie HQ at 505-410-8050. 

Hurry, spots are filling up fast!

Additionally, we'll host a dessert auction. If you have a delectable dessert to contribute, please inform 
Peace McKenzie at the same number. All proceeds will benefit the Bethel, supporting its various 

initiatives with Jobs Daughters.

Burx Norrod
Rectangle



2 New masters of the Royal Secret from Sandoval Lodge! 

By. Bro. Daniel Chico

We are delighted to share some exciting news from our lodge. Two of our esteemed 
officers, John Keel and Jonathan Muniz, have achieved a significant milestone in their 
Masonic journey. During the Scottish Rite Spring Reunion, both brothers were awarded 
the 32nd degree, a prestigious honor within the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.

John Keel, who serves as our Junior Warden, and Jonathan Muniz, our Junior Deacon, 
have demonstrated exceptional dedication, commitment, and passion for Freemasonry. 
Their journey to attaining the 32nd degree reflects their hard work, perseverance, and 
unwavering dedication to the principles  that our fraternity cherishes.

The 2024 Scottish Rite Spring Reunion was a memorable event, marked by camaraderie and 
Masonic excellence. Despite being heavily short-handed, the event was a success, thanks 
to the tireless efforts of all participants and the determination of the candidates. The 
dedication of the organizers and volunteers ensured that each degree was conferred 
with the dignity and solemnity it deserves, providing an enriching experience for everyone 
involved including our two newly made Masters Of The Royal Secret. 

Congratulations to John Keel and Jonathan Muniz on this remarkable achievement. We 
are proud of them and look forward to their continued contributions to our lodge and 
the craft In general /G\

Bro. John Keel Bro. Jonathan Muniz
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BRO. DANIEL CHICO 

UNVEILING THE DIVINE GEOMETRY OF 11G11
: THE 

TRIANGULAR PATH TO ALPHABETICAL REVELATION 

BY BRO. DANIEL CHICO 

IN THE GRAND TAPESTRY OF LINGUISTIC EVOLUTION, 

THE LETTER "G" STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE 

INTRICATE DANCE BETWEEN ANCIENT ALPHABETS AND 

DIVINE SYMBOLISM. WHILE MODERN CONVENTION MAY 

PLACE "G" AS THE SEVENTH LETTER IN THE ENGLISH 

ALPHABET, ITS TRUE ESSENCE TRANSCENDS MERE 

ALPHABETICAL ORDER. JOURNEYING THROUGH THE 

CORRIDORS OF LINGUISTIC HISTORY, WE UNCOVER A 

PROFOUND REVELATION: "G" IS NOT JUST THE THIRD 

LETTER TECHNICALLY; IT EMBODIES THE VERY ESSENCE 

OF THE DIVINE. 

IN THE HALLOWED SCRIPTS OF ANCIENT HEBREW AND GREEK, "G" EMERGES AS THE 

THIRD LETTER, A POSITION IMBUED WITH SIGNIFICANCE AND REVERENCE. IN 

HEBREW, "GIMMEL" SYMBOLIZES DIVINE GRACE AND GENEROSITY, WHILE IN GREEK, 

"GAMMA" SERVES AS THE CORNERSTONE OF MATHEMATICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 

DISCOURSE. THE PRESENCE OF "GIMMEL" AND "GAMMA" AS THE THIRD LETTERS IN 

THESE ANCIENT ALPHABETS LAYS THE FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING THE 

PRIMORDIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF "G." 

BUT THE MYSTICAL ALLURE OF "G" EXTENDS BEYOND ITS LINGUISTIC ORIGINS, 

INTERTWINING WITH SACRED GEOMETRY TO UNVEIL A DEEPER TRUTH. WHEN THE 

DIVINE TAKES SHAPE, IT OFTEN MANIFESTS THROUGH SYMBOLS AND ARCHETYPES. IN 

THE REALM OF GEOMETRY, THE TRIANGLE REIGNS SUPREME AS A SYMBOL OF 

STABILITY, BALANCE, AND DIVINE UNITY. IT IS WITHIN THIS SACRED SHAPE THAT THE 

CONCEPT OF Goo FINDS EXPRESSION, TRANSCENDING LANGUAGE AND CULTURE TO 

CONVEY A UNIVERSAL TRUTH. 

As WE EXPLORE THE SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TRIANGLE, WE UNCOVER A 

STRIKING PARALLEL: THE LETTER "G" EMBODIES THE TRIANGULAR ESSENCE OF THE 

DIVINE. WHEN Goo TAKES GEOMETRICAL FORM, IT IS OFTEN DEPICTED AS A 

TRIANGLE, REPRESENTING THE HARMONIOUS UNION OF THREE DIVINE ASPECTS: THE 

FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. IN THIS LIGHT, "G" ASSUMES A 

TRANSCENDENT IDENTITY, EQUATING TO Goo IN BOTH FORM AND SYMBOLISM. 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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FROM THE MYSTICAL TEACHINGS OF ANCIENT MYSTICS TO THE ESOTERIC TRADITIONS OF SECRET 

SOCIETIES, THE DIVINE SIGNIFICANCE OF "G" REVERBERATES THROUGH THE AGES. IN FREEMASONRY, 

FOR INSTANCE, "G" ADORNS THE CENTER OF THE MASONIC EMBLEM, SYMBOLIZING THE GREAT 

ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE AND THE GUIDING FORCE OF CREATION. HERE, "G" SERVES AS A FOCAL 

POINT FOR SPIRITUAL CONTEMPLATION,INVOKING THE DIVINE PRESENCE THROUGH ITS SACRED 

GEOMETRY. 

IN THE LABYRINTH OF LANGUAGE AND SYMBOLISM, "G" EMERGES NOT MERELY AS A LETTER BUT AS A 

VESSEL FOR DIVINE REVELATI ON. ITS TRIANGULAR FORM ECHOES THE TIMELESS TRUTHS OF SACRED 

GEOMETRY, UNITING THE EARTHLY REALM WITH THE DIVINE COSMOS. WHETHER AS THE THIRD LETTER 

IN ANCIENT ALPHABETS, REPRESENTED BY "G" AND "G", OR THE EMBODIMENT OF Goo IN GEOMETRIC 

FORM, "G", INVITES US TO CONTEMPLATE THE MYSTERIES OF EXISTENCE AND EMBRACE THE 

TRANSCENDENT POWER OF LANGUAGE AND SYMBOLISM. 

IN CONCLUSION, THE LETTER "G" TRANSCENDS ITS HUMBLE POSITION IN THE ALPHABET TO EMBODY 

THE DIVINE ESSENCE OF SACRED GEOMETRY. FROM ITS ORIGINS IN ANCIENT SCRIPTS TO ITS 

SYMBOLISM IN MYSTICAL TRADITIONS, "G" INVITES US TO PONDER THE INFINITE MYSTERIES OF THE 

COSMOS AND RECOGNIZE THE DIVINE PRESENCE THAT DWELLS WITHIN THE FABRIC OF LANGUAGE AND 

SYMBOLISM /G'\ 

BROTHER DANIEL CHICO 











For those not familiar with the term dues cards, the dues card may be a physical or digital 
card containing lodge affiliation that would allow the member and other members to 
know you are in good standing and a member of a lodge in an accepted jurisdiction and that 
you paid your dues for that year. Digital dues cards generally can be viewed on apps and 
websites like GrandView or Amity.

Also if a member of his lodge is in good standing and wants to visit another lodge, it is also 
the Secretary’s duty and responsibility to:

1. Call the Grand Lodge Secretary to make sure that the other lodge he is visiting is in a
recognized Grand Lodge jurisdiction and make sure that visitation is permitted by both
Grand Lodge jurisdictions.

2. To present the visiting Brother with a letter of good standing or a letter of recognition
so that he can present it to the lodge Secretary of the lodge he is visiting. Or since we are
in modern times the Secretary may even just email it over to the Secretary of the lodge
being visited.

It should be understood that the Secretary is often the backbone or the main gears that 
keeps the lodge together and progressing forward even when the lodge is not meeting.

It is said a Secretary will put in at least one hour a day to at least one hour a week outside 
of the lodge meetings to make sure bills are paid or to perform other tasks for the lodge.



In most cases, the Secretary will be a Past Master which is someone who has previously 
served as Worshipful Master of a Masonic Lodge.

If the Worshipful Master has any questions, concerns or needs advice or help on lodge 
affairs, he will usually go to the Secretary first.

And on top of all of this he may even have more duties and responsibilities depending on his 
jurisdiction and lodge.

The Trustees or Board of Directors

A Trustee or Board of Director member is usually voted into their positions by the members 
of the lodge. Although some lodges and jurisdictions may appoint them at the will of the 
Worshipful Master.

The duties of a Trustee or member of the Board are done usually outside of the lodge. 
Usually 3-5 lodge members have the responsibility of holding or taking property titles or 
other assets that would have a title. They can also invest the lodge’s funds into various 
investments, projects or activities. This can be done by vote of the lodge or by the Trustee 
or Director members. This depends on how the lodge and jurisdiction operate.

It’s like viewing the members of a lodge as stockholders who elect or appoint these 
members to establish policies or help make management decisions.

The idea is to have this group govern these affairs so that the lodge members can focus on 
other workings of the lodge. We are like a machine with many gears and pieces; each of the 
members are doing many different things to keep the whole lodge working together.

A Trustee or Board member is an executive committee that supervises the activities of a 
lodge and these members should be highly trusted, respected and responsible. The lodge 
should have the most confidence and high regard for these members as they play a huge 
role in the lodge’s structure and future.

The powers, duties, and responsibilities of a board of director or Trustee is determined by 
the regulations, constitution and by-laws of that lodge and Grand Lodge. These 
authorities may specify the number of members on the board, how they are to be chosen, 
and how often they are to meet.

In an organization with voting members, the board is accountable to, and may be 
subordinate to, the organization's full membership which usually elect the members of the 
board.

In some jurisdictions the board or trustees is the supreme governing body of the lodge on 
particular matters.

(Continued on next page)



Master or Director of Ceremonies

The Master or Director of Ceremonies is essentially grouping the Stewards, Deacons and 
Marshal duties and responsibilities all into one office position. We will be going over 
those further in this presentation. Also their duties may vary from jurisdiction to 
jurisdiction.

The Historian

In my opinion this is one of but not the most important positions of the lodge. His duties and 
responsibilities are to know the history of his lodge and the members of that lodge in 
particular.

His records are the physical living spirit of the lodge he keeps records for.

This office position is usually a Past Master or a member of the lodge who has been active 
in and with the lodge for a very large number of years; he is usually a senior member who 
holds a strong interest in the lodge’s history.

The Historian actively collects and archives documents and artifacts, and is responsible 
for the publishing and updating of historical information.

He may even maintain a small library where books and magazines may be borrowed and 
used to keep the Masonic history alive in the lodge.

The Chaplain

The Chaplain leads the lodge in prayer during all meetings and events that they can 
attend and the prayer is always religiously neutral.

In many lodges, he also has the responsibility to check in on the well-being of those 
Masons who are too old or sick to attend meetings; as well his other duties may entail him 
to check up on all the widows and/or orphans of the members of the lodge.

The Chaplain should always remind his Brethren to look upwards to the heavens, to the 
Grand Architect of the Universe and always to give reverence to the supreme being whom 
ever that may be to each individual member outside of the lodge.



The Deacons

The Deacons are the assistants to the Worshipful Master and also to the Wardens.

Deacons help the Worshipful Master and Wardens in the active duties of the lodge as 
necessary.

The Senior Deacon

The Senior Deacon’s duties are also to pass messages between the Senior Warden and 
Worshipful Master and else where about the lodge they may need to distribute the 
message as ordered. He will also attend to all alarms at the inner door. He usually will 
help prepare candidates for degrees, and have many parts to perform in the degrees of his 
lodge.

The Senior Deacon usually attends at the alter where the Holy Bible rests.

In some jurisdictions he introduces visiting Brethren but in some jurisdictions that is the 
duty of the Marshal. In those jurisdictions if the Marshal is not present than the Senior 
Deacon will take the role of Marshal and will be the one to introduce visiting Masons 
from other lodges.

In some American lodges and in the absence of a Marshal, the Senior Deacon may also 
conduct the American Flag West of the altar and lead the lodge in the Pledge of 
Allegiance as directed by the Worshipful Master of that lodge if it performs this 
particular ritual.

The Junior Deacon

The Junior Deacon’s duties and responsibilities are to take messages from the Senior 
Warden to the Junior Warden, and elsewhere about the lodge as requested. He also 
attends to any alarms at the outer door and sees that the lodge is dually Tyled



Traditionally the Deacons may have the responsibility to review the credentials of any 
visiting Mason who has not been vouched for and test that visitor to ensure that he truly is 
a Mason and can sit in lodge. This can also be the duty of the Tyler of the lodge or the Tyler 
will choose two other Brethren to help him test the visitor if the Deacons are busy at that 
time.

It may be good to point out here that the word “Deacon” used as a title originally meant 
servant or as a messenger. It is not being used for any religious meanings or purposes.

The Stewards 

The Stewards assist all other officers of the lodge, specifically the Deacons and Junior 
Warden in every official duty as necessary.

In some states the Stewards also assist the Junior Warden in preparing and serving food 
and refreshments to all members, their visiting family, friends and even inviting the visiting 
Brethren to partake in all the good food and drinks.

The Stewards also prepare the candidates prior to the degree ceremonies.

In some lodges the Stewards assist in readying the lodge room prior to every regularly 
stated and special meeting.

In some states they may choose a different officer to do this as their duties or in some 
lodges it’s on whom ever accomplished the task first at that meeting got to do it.

In many jurisdictions they do not have Stewards as an office position.

The Marshal

The Marshal forms and conducts processions of the Brethren of the lodge on all public 
occasions in most jurisdictions.

In some jurisdictions he also introduces visiting Brethren and conducts members of the 
lodge and visitors West of the altar or to the Worshipful Master as so ordered by the 
Worshipful Master.



In some American jurisdictions, he also conducts the American Flag West of the altar and 
leads the lodge in the Pledge of Allegiance when he is ordered by the Worshipful Master 
to do so and as said previously if he is absent this is for the Senior Deacon to perform.

Also in some jurisdictions he can act as a great representative between his lodge and the 
Grand Lodge of his jurisdiction. He should have good knowledge of how jurisprudence and 
the government of the lodge and its jurisdiction function.

In many lodges, he may be utilized as the go to member on matters of lodge functions by 
acting as a liaison between the Grand Lodge and his lodge and will do this (back and forth 
if needed) until the lodge is satisfied on understanding how something functions within the 
lodge.

The Musician  

If your lodge is lucky enough to have a Musician, then you know that the Musician or 
Organist conducts the musical services of the lodge.

During certain moments or for particular events he may play something fun and 
entertaining and for some other moments he may just bring that special atmosphere and 
vibe to the occasion.

If you can have a lodge Musician or Organist treat yourselves to an amazing experience.

The Tyler

The Tyler guards the lodge’s meetings from unrecognized Masons who may be seeking entry 
and also guards against any cowans or eavesdroppers; he makes sure nobody passes or 
repasses unless they are duly qualified and have permission to enter the lodge.

He may check dues cards or ask for a letter of recognition and may even have the visitor 
tested or vetted with the Tyler’s Oath as these are the duties and responsibilities of the 
Tyler’s Office.



The Tyler’s Position is a very important position, if not the most important. He is to alarm 
the members of approaching danger. At certain times in history when a lodge could meet 
but had no member to stand guard (because of war or just a lack of members being able to 
travel to lodge by horse or on foot in the years before automobiles) they would train a 
dog to alert to the members inside of a possible approaching danger.

Did I mention he guards the door with a drawn sword?

A bit of history on the Tyler’s Sword. His first jewel of office was not a sword but rather 
a Trowel.

This was used to protect the lodge against cowans and eavesdroppers and it was to appear 
to be just a simple working tool but it was also sharp enough that the Tyler could use it to 
protect and cement the lodge from outsiders.

But at one point in history the trowel was adopted as the tool of the Master Mason and the 
members didn’t want the trowel to be seen as a possible weapon anymore. So the jewel and 
implement of his office was changed to the sword.

Now the Tyler’s sword was not just any particular sword, it was a drawn sword. This 
sword has always been drawn as it resembles the flaming sword that protected the 
Garden of Eden which has never been sheathed because it’s ablaze.

This idea has caused a lot of discussion with many members of the fraternity with some not 
agreeing with the idea and some who would say that it is fact; but in the end it is a beautiful 
idea to share about how we as Masons guard the West Gate as though it was just as sacred 
as the Garden of Eden.

So the sword that is supposed to be used now a days is supposed to be a wavy sword or the 
sword of fire and has no scabbard or sheath as the blade symbolizes fire and cannot be 
sheathed.

It is hard to mass produce these wavy swords so like our aprons becoming square and 
triangular shaped, they started to produce a particular sword that was Masonic in 
nature and is the main sword used in many lodges and jurisdictions in the world.

So in most lodges around the word you will find this particular mass produced sword in 
their lodges. In some lodges they have another sword that has either historical or 
sentimental value to the lodge and to the members that they may not have this newer 
sword being used. Every lodge and Jurisdiction has their own ways of doing particular 
things.

But go look at the Square and Compasses and see what you notice. Is yours in the position 
of a Fellow Craft? Why is that? But that’s for another presentation and or article.



The Ritual Coach

A Ritual Coach or in some jurisdictions the Ritual Director can play two parts or have two 
defining duties or responsibilities. One may be that he makes sure all new members learn 
their catechism or what can be called a proficiency for their degrees and may help 
further with other ritual work with those members.

In some jurisdictions they do not have proficiencies. They may have no testing at all or have 
a different way of testing their members to make sure they are ready to move on to the 
next degree. Ex: it may be a small set of questions or just having them recite their 
obligations only. So the Ritual Coach may have different responsibilities depending on 
jurisdiction or lodge.

The other responsibility may be to teach the entire lodge how to do ritual work and floor 
work and he is to be highly educated on how this process is to be done right, so he can 
effectively and efficiently prepare the lodge for degrees, meetings and other events.

Lodge Committees

A lodge is likely to have many various committees; some such committees are required by 
the Grand Lodge’s regulations and some requirements may be found even in the by-laws of 
the lodge itself.

These committees usually focus on investigations, on education, towards grievances, on 
charity, etc etc.

The Worshipful Master can also create any other committee that he sees fit as long as it is 
within the due bounds of the lodge’s by-laws and the grand lodge’s regulations.

The Worshipful Master also appoints all members of each committee before his term is 
fully started but after he is elected to ensure they wish to serve for the term and to make 
sure those positions are filled and that the members will serve the committee well.

In Conclusion

The duties and officers vary greatly just from one lodge to another; let alone the 
differences from one jurisdiction to another.

However, we can see from all this information that each officer and member has his place 
and contributes what he can to the governance of the lodge and jurisdiction.

It would be ok to emphasize that a strong Lodge has so many members with leadership 
characteristics and diversity that no outside onlooker would know who the Master is 
while the lodge is at recess.

At this point again I’d just like to remind everyone that these office positions may not be in 
every jurisdiction world wide. Even if a jurisdiction shares the same office names they may 
not share the same office duties.



I’d also like to point out again as we close this presentation on the Lodge 
officers and their Duties that I have only been speaking from my own 
personal experiences through my travels, talking with Brethren of 
different Jurisdictions and also from my own research; as well from 
knowledge I have gathered from our own lodge and our own jurisdiction.

Which this brings me to a great point: it’s a privilege to travel, a blessing 
to talk, humbling to listen and oh so much to learn inside and outside of 
the lodge and your jurisdiction. There is so much to learn and not enough 
time to learn it all. Always seek more light. A wise man always knows he 
has more to learn.

Also I’d like to remind you all that neither rank of office nor title means 
more than the idea that we are all brethren striving under the Great 
Architect to try and find the best way to work and agree on making this 
world a better place by spreading the cement of Brotherly Love, Relief 
and Truth.

I will have to say this was interesting, fun and enjoyable to go over all 
these officer positions with you all. If I may have missed any positions or 
duties please let me know so I can add it to my presentation in the future.

Thank you for your time and I hope you all enjoyed this presentation.

WB.°.Tyler McKenzie



Letter from the Editor

If you made it to the end of this issue 
of the Trestleboard (aka newsletter), 
I CONGRATULATE you on doing your 
part to be in the know of Sandoval 
Lodge's happenings! 

As we progress in the year ahead, 
there will be more activity to report 
on, more news to share. I also duly & 
truly appreciate all of you who 
contribute to making this 
Trestleboard a success as we 
continue to a ton of content. 

Some have sent in their message by 
texting pictures and notes to me to 
include in this. What I also do, is post 
them to our Lodge Facebook page - as 
pictures and online activity help to 

boost our digital presence, making Sandoval Lodge the most active Lodge 
in the Land of Enchantment! 

We have 10 committees in the Lodge, all busy bees working to make the hive 
stronger. If you're not yet a member of a committee, consider joining one to 
make your own voice heard, and to lighten the weight off the shoulders of 
some, as many committee members serve on several! 

While I do send out emails to solicit article contributions, if you would 
prefer, simply text me your thought(s), as well as a picture or two that 
you'd like to see in upcoming issues. As you may already know, I also submit 
these articles to the Grand Lodge Trestleboard for publication, reason 
why you see Sandoval Lodge brethren featured in it every single month. 

Burx Norrod
Trestleboard Editor
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