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From the East

- Bro. George Washington

Greetings Brethren, 

At a recent community event I was asked to write and read a brief summary 
of what I thought Freemasonry contributed and offered to Society. This is 
what I wrote and spoke about.

I am writing this to share my opinion and appreciation for the institution of 
Freemasonry. Freemasonry, with its rich history and enduring principles, 
has played a significant role in shaping society for centuries.

First I acknowledge the values that Freemasonry upholds. It is a society 
built on the foundations of brotherly love, relief, and truth. These 

principles guide Freemasons in their pursuit of personal growth and the betterment of their 
communities. Through their commitment to these values, Freemasons have consistently 
demonstrated their dedication to the welfare of others.

One of the most admirable aspects of Freemasonry is its emphasis on charity and
philanthropy. Freemasons are recognized for their unwavering commitment to giving back to 
society. Whether it be through supporting educational initiatives, providing assistance to the less 
fortunate, or contributing to medical research, Freemasons have made a significant impact on the 
lives of countless individuals. Their selfless acts of kindness and generosity serve as an inspiration 
to us all.

Freemasonry also fosters a strong sense of fellowship and camaraderie among its members. The 
bonds formed within Masonic lodges transcend social, cultural, racial, and religious differences. 
Freemasons come together as equals, united by their shared values and a common purpose. This 
sense of unity creates a supportive network for individuals and encourages personal growth and 
development. 

Moreover, Freemasonry places great importance on the pursuit of knowledge and enlightenment. It 
encourages its members to seek truth and understanding through intellectual discourse and 
philosophical exploration. By engaging in meaningful discussions and promoting intellectual 
curiosity, Freemasons contribute to the advancement of knowledge and the betterment of society as 
a whole.

Freemasonry has served as a beacon of light, inspiring individuals to strive for personal growth and 

to make a positive impact on the world around them. Thank you.

As I put these words together, I really felt the truth in them, but also felt that I had started to 
stray away from some of these values that Freemasonry holds so dear. With Independence Day soon 
coming I thought what better a time to rededicate myself to this institution that many of our 
Forefathers held so dear when laying the groundwork of this
great Country.

God Bless you All, and God Bless America.

WM Davin B. Teague
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FROM THE WEST

**Unveiling the Mysteries of Masonic "Wages"**

Ever wondered what sets us Freemasons apart from those other do-
good fraternities? Well, besides our mysterious rituals that even the 
cat can't talk about, there's the Senior Warden. He's not just there to 

help the Master open and close the Lodge—oh no, he's also the guy making sure everyone 
gets paid. Yes, you heard that right. Freemasons get wages. But hold your horses, before 
you go imagining stacks of cash raining down in Lodge, let's break it down.

According to a quick Google search (because who needs secrets in the age of the 
internet?), the average pay for a Master Mason in the U.S. hits a tidy $85,668 per year. 
Sounds like a lot of aprons, right? Well, here's the kicker: that's for those Operative 
Master Masons. Us? We're the Speculative Masons. We speculate a lot about those wages.

Back in the day, Operative Masons were paid in wine, corn, and oil. Sounds like the 
ingredients for a weird salad dressing, but hey, different strokes for different folks. The 
Master Mason got the best deal, sometimes even getting real money on top of the wine and 
corn. Meanwhile, the newbies—Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts—they got meat and 
drink. Kind of like a frat party without the loud music.

But hold on, modern Masons aren't in it for the wine and corn (or the cash, sadly). Our 
"wages" are more about what you get out of being part of the Craft. It's like that warm 
fuzzy feeling you get when you help a Brother out or finally decipher the meaning behind 
the secret handshakes.

Before you joined, you probably had big expectations. Maybe you thought there'd be secret 
meetings with George Clooney or a secret stash of gold. If reality hasn't quite matched up, 
don't fret. Just hit me up, and we'll make sure your Masonic experience goes from "meh" to 
"mystical."

Oh, and did I mention our Lodge has more committees than a congressional hearing? Ten of 
'em, to be exact. Whatever floats your goat—er, boat—we've got a committee for it. Want to 
debate the merits of different lodge carpet designs? There's a committee for that. 
Interested in the ancient art of pancake flipping at a charity breakfasts? You guessed it, 
committee.

So, next time you're wondering about Masonic wages, remember: it's not about the money, 
it's about the journey. And if that journey involves wine, corn, and oil, well, 
all the better /g\

Sincerely & Fraternally,

Burx Norrod, Senior Warden
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Brethren, 

I hope everyone had a Happy Independence Day and were able to spend some time 
withe family. We've had a lot of fun times recently with the food pantry service 
day and the Corrales Independence Day parade. Even the Deputy Grand Master 

joined us for the Parade! 

I've very much enjoyed spending time with all of you during our after meeting 
festivities and look forward to continuing fellowship through the rest of the 

year with all of you. 

Come on out to the Lodge and have fun with us! 

Bro. John Keel
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Sandoval Lodge at the 4th of July Parade

Thanks to all the brethren who were able to get out and represent 
Sandoval Lodge and Freemasonry in general! 

Freemasons marching in parades 
isn't just about appearances—it's 
about community engagement. 
Parades offer us a chance to 
showcase our values, educate the 
public about Freemasonry, and 
foster unity among our members. 

By participating, we celebrate 
tradition, dispel myths, and 
contribute to the festive spirit of 
our towns. It's an opportunity to 
proudly represent who we are and 
what we stand for while enjoying 
the camaraderie of marching 
together /G\
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"WB Bob Finch's Fireworks Fiesta: A Blast of Enchantment!"
By Bro. Burx Norrod

Every year, WB Bob Finch opens his doors and treats a lucky few (actually, 
anyone!) to front-row seats for the most epic fireworks show in the Land of 
Enchantment. But wait, there's more—this isn't just any old backyard bash. 
Picture this: sizzling hotdogs and gourmet burgers sizzling on the grill, 
accompanied by drinks that would make a mixologist blush (thanks to the 
beverages provided by Bro. Daniel).

As the sun set, so did our inhibitions, replaced by lively banter and stories that 
could rival Netflix series. And then, like magic (or the skill of a seasoned 
pyrotechnician), the night sky lit up with explosions of color and light that 
would make Fourth of July jealous.

So, next time you get the invite to WB Bob's fireworks extravaganza, don't 
hesitate. It's not just about the show—it's about the sizzling snacks, the flowing 
drinks, and the unforgettable camaraderie that makes every year a blast in its 
own right. Thanks WB Bob!! 

Pictured, Left to Right: Bro. Daniel Chico, Bro. Burx, Bro. Roger McDonald, 
WB Bob Finch (missing WB Eric Moses, who took off before picture was taken)
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Brother George Carver, Master Mason, has laid down his 
Working Tools and has passed on to the Celestial Lodge 
above. He attained the Sublime Degree of Master Mason at 
Sandoval Lodge on June 27, 2022. May he rest in peace.

His obituary: 

George Lee Carver II, age 79, beloved father, loving 
grandfather, great friend to many passed away peacefully in 
his home on June 29, 2024. George was preceded by his wife of 
55 years, Lana Sue (Johnson), his parents Flight Officer 
George L. Carver of Yukon, West Virginia and Martha E. 
(Sandoval) Phillips of Taos, New Mexico.

He is survived by his daughters Melissa Bianco, husband David, 
Krista Sakata, husband Ross, Lea Lindstrom, husband Eric and 
son George Carver III. Grandchildren Emily, Tristan and 
Brendan Favour; Mia and Lily Sakata; Owen and Gavin 

Lindstrom. Sister Leda Moreland, husband Larry and nieces Malina, Rebecca, Teri and 
Sheri.

George was born in Albuquerque and raised by his grandparents, Reverend Abel and 
Laura Sandoval in Chacon, New Mexico. He graduated from Menaul School and attended 
Hastings College, Nebraska and University of New Mexico. He retired from Herman Miller 
Inc. as Senior Regional Manager for Latin America and Steelcase Inc. as a workplace 
consultant. George proudly served in the United States Air Force and was a Vietnam 
Veteran.

His hobbies and interests included golf, travel, painting, reading, watching NFL games 
(Broncos and Chiefs favorites,) restoring golf carts, creating photo books for his family 
and friends, creating backyard oasis for his children and grandchildren and spending 
time with those he loved.

George was influenced by a great many number of people from all aspects of his diverse 
life, he had memberships in a multitude of clubs, councils, boards and chapters, all of 
which made him the extraordinary man he was.

Services will be held at the First Presbyterian Church, 215 Locust St. NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87102 on Thursday, July 11 th at 10am. Any donations could be directed to the General 
Fund for Menaul School, 301 Menaul Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM or General Fund for 
First Presbyterian Church, address above. 

Following the service there will be a Celebration of Life Open House from 1-4pm at 
George’s home hosted by his children, 3252 Renaissance Dr. SE Rio Rancho, NM 87124.
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Charity Outreach at St. Felix Pantry! 

Thanks to outreach committee chairman WB Richard Cullen, several 
brethren of Sandoval Lodge was able to help, aide, and assist the St. Felix 

Pantry with their duties of the day in supporting the community, helping 
Sandoval Lodge live up to the Masonic ideals and tenant of relief, or 

charity, which, next to a belief in God, lies at the foundation of 
Freemasonry. 

Pictured: WM Davin Teague, WB Richard 
Cullen, Bro. Robert Cowder, Bro. John Keel

Thank you for your hard work brethren! 
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Freemasonry and Fine Spirits: A Book 
Club Unveiled!

Picture this: after a few rounds of JW Bro. 
John Keel's finest spirits at our Stated 
Communications, Bro. Cesario Alvillar 

drops the bombshell. "Hey, if we're all so 
into Freemasonry, why not start a book 

club?"

Now, before you think it's all fezzes and 
secret handshakes, let me break it down. 

See, we take our ritual work seriously—1st 
Mondays for practice, Sundays before 

Degrees for final tweaks, and 2nd and 4th 
Mondays for our formal chats. That leaves 
the 3rd Monday wide open for brainy stuff.

Our first pick? A deep dive into "Esoterika" 

by Brother Albert Pike, annontated by WB Arturo De Hoyos, the Grand 
Archivist (fancy title, right?) at the House of the Temple. This book isn't 

just any ol' read—it's like the Encyclopedia Britannica of Masonic 
symbolism, the kind of tome that makes Indiana Jones jealous.

Now, here's the kicker: this ain't your grandma's book club. Nope, this 
study session is strictly for Master Masons. Why? Because $55 gets you 

the book, but the content? That's for the Raised eyes only.

Mark your calendars, folks. July 15th, from 6pm - 7:30pmish to whenever 
we run out of spirits—or insights. And get this, we might even have a 

surprise Zoom cameo. Who says Freemasonry can't be a little tech-savvy?

So, dust off your aprons and prepare your minds. It's time to crack open 
"Esoterika" and unravel the mysteries. See you at the Lodge—bring your 

book if you have it, or join us anyway. 

For info on how to get the book or otherwise, email 
BurxNorrod@gmail.com

Scientia Est Potentia! 



 AF&AM

T

"Why Masonic Ritual Work is Memorized: Tradition, Unity, 
and Personal Growth"

By Bro. Burx Norrod

Masonic ritual work performed from memory holds 
significant importance within Freemasonry for several 
reasons:

1. **Preservation of Tradition and Authenticity**: 
Freemasonry places a high value on preserving its 
rituals in their original form. Memorizing the rituals 
ensures that they are passed down accurately from 
generation to generation, maintaining the authenticity 
and integrity of the Masonic teachings.

2. **Commitment to Learning and Mastery**: Memorizing the rituals demonstrates a 
Mason's commitment to learning and mastering the principles, symbols, and 
ceremonies of Freemasonry. It requires dedication, discipline, and a deep 
understanding of the meanings behind the rituals.

3. **Fostering Unity and Fraternity**: By memorizing the rituals, Freemasons 
develop a shared bond and understanding with their fellow brothers. This shared 
experience helps to foster unity, camaraderie, and a sense of belonging among 
members, regardless of geographical or cultural differences.

4. **Enhancing the Ritual Experience**: Performing rituals from memory enhances 
the ceremonial experience for both the participants and observers. It allows for 
a more fluid and natural presentation, which can deepen the impact and 
significance of the rituals on the initiates and those attending.

5. **Symbolic and Moral Development**: Memorizing Masonic rituals involves 
understanding the symbolic meanings embedded within them. This process 
contributes to a Mason's moral and intellectual development by encouraging 
contemplation and introspection on the deeper truths and values conveyed 
through the rituals.

6. **Personal Growth and Self-Discipline**: Learning and reciting rituals from 
memory is a challenging task that promotes personal growth, self-discipline, and 
mental agility. It requires concentration, attention to detail, and continual 
practice to maintain proficiency.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

7. **Respect for Secrecy and Confidentiality**: Memorizing the rituals reinforces 
the Masonic commitment to secrecy and confidentiality regarding the content 
and ceremonies of Freemasonry. It ensures that the teachings and symbols are 
only shared with those who have taken the solemn obligation of a Mason.

In summary, memorizing Masonic rituals is not merely a practical skill but a 
fundamental aspect of Masonic education and tradition. It embodies the 
commitment to preserving and passing down the timeless principles and values of 
Freemasonry, while fostering unity, personal growth, and a deeper 
understanding of its teachings among members.

Tracing boards for all 3 Degrees ... used to provide a memory template for the 
Degree Lecturer. Modern times, although these can still be used, more often 

slides are used from projectors or laptops. 

very important tools of the Craft as these lectures can last upwards of 30 - 45 
minutes, all from memory, so these paintings provide an aid for the lecturer, and 

a fantastic visual for the candidate who's paying attention to the lecture. 

Painted by Lady Frieda Harris in c. 1938
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Sounding Off on Masonic Musings: When 
Tradition Meets Technology

By Bro. Burx Norrod

Once upon a time, in the illustrious world of 
Freemasonry, I had the distinct honor of being a 
member of the Grand Lodge of Virginia and later the 
Grand Lodge of Idaho. This allowed me to peek 
behind the curtain of different Masonic 
jurisdictions, a privilege akin to having backstage 
passes to the secret concert of life. 

Now, picture this: I recently received a notification 
from the Grand Lodge of Idaho. No, it wasn’t an 
invite to a secret barbecue or a cryptic treasure 
map. It was a proposal suggesting a new format for 

delivering Masonic lectures. Brace yourselves, brethren—this groundbreaking 
proposal includes the radical idea of having lectures read aloud or, gasp, shown 
via some video online or Zoom! Why, you ask? Because apparently, not enough 
brethren know the ritual work. 

The thing with "options" is that they often become the "path of least resistance," 
much like opting for pizza delivery instead of cooking a gourmet meal. Many Grand 
Lodge jurisdictions have already embraced this slippery slope by not even 
requiring Master Mason proficiency. Next thing you know, we'll have virtual 
Masons in VR headsets!

In the previous episode of this Masonic saga (i.e., my last article), I stressed the 
importance of Masonic ritual work. The Lectures of the Degrees are crucial for 
completing a Degree. Sure, they're lengthy and tough, but they're also the 
cornerstone of Masonic education. How can one grasp the essence of a Degree by 
merely listening to a lecture? That’s like trying to understand Shakespeare by 
watching a puppet show.

To truly experience the Degrees, I’ll employ my powers of persuasion (or maybe 
just some free donuts) to convince you to learn the Lectures of the Degrees. It's 
not more difficult than learning your proficiency; it's just longer, requiring a bit 
more sacrifice. Think of it as giving up Netflix for a night to read a classic novel.

Continued on next page
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Let me take you on a trip down memory lane. I learned the Degree Lectures as a 
Mason in Virginia, only to move to Idaho and have to relearn them because the 
words were slightly different. Then, in a plot twist worthy of a sitcom, I moved to 
New Mexico and had to start from scratch again. Each state had its own unique 
lexicon, making it feel like learning three different languages that all said the 
same thing. It was like translating Shakespeare into Klingon and then back into 
English.

For those brave enough to take on the challenge of learning the Degree Lecture, 
I offer my guidance. I'll help you navigate the memory work and link passages 
together, sharing my tried-and-true methods (which may or may not include 
mnemonic devices involving farm animals). I guarantee that memorizing the 
Lectures will provide deeper insights into the Craft and its teachings. Plus, it’ll 
give you great material for Masonic cocktail parties.

And now, without further ado, here’s the proposed resolution and rationalization 
for this new format, to be presented at the Grand Lodge of Idaho’s next 
communication in September. I suspect other Grand Lodge jurisdictions might 
already be doing this due to a shortage of ritualists or because someone thought 
it was a brilliant idea. Stay tuned for the next episode of "As the Masonic World 
Turns," where we'll see if tradition holds firm or if we’ll all be learning from 
YouTube tutorials! /G\
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Letter from the Editor

Hold onto your hats, folks, because the Lodge is buzzing with more events than a 
beehive on double espresso! And it's not just our Blue Lodge having all the fun – 
we’ve got Jobs Daughters, DeMolay, Order of the Eastern Star, and Widows Sons 
rocking the house too.

I get it, sometimes it feels like the posts in this Trestleboard are as invisible as my 
New Year’s resolutions by February. But mark my words, the day I get Taylor 
Swift or Eminem to join, these posts will be the hottest thing since sliced bread! 
(Hey, a person can dream, right?)

As your ever-enthusiastic Trestleboard editor, I’m itching to shine a spotlight on 
all the cool stuff happening at the Lodge or anything Sandoval Lodge-related. 
All I need is a picture and a brief article. Think about it – if a DeMolay or Jobs 
Daughter shares how the organization has changed their life, we’ve got a future 
bestselling author on our hands and maybe a spike in membership too.

These gems will also make their way onto our Facebook page at Facebook.com/
SandovalLodge76, which, by the way, I also run. If you haven't checked it out yet, 
you're missing out – no Facebook account needed!

So, here’s the deal: I know there’s a whirlwind of activity that’s flying under the 
radar. If you’ve got a story, a thought, or a life lesson from your Masonic 
journey, send it my way. Toss in a picture or two, and it will grace the pages of 
next month’s Trestleboard.

Thanks for sticking around till the end of this page. Together, we’ll make these 
editions a blast to read! Email your article submission(s) to 
BurxNorrod@gmail.com

Sincerely & Fraternally, 

Burx Norrod
Trestleboard Editor
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