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From the East

As we find ourselves already a quarter of the way through 
the year, I want to take a moment to extend my heartfelt 

thanks to each of you for your unwavering dedication and 
efforts in helping our Lodge run smoothly and efficiently.

In just these past few months, we’ve held six Stated 
Communications and several Special Communications, each one 

building upon our shared commitment to Light and the Craft. 
I’m especially grateful for your support in ensuring that 

Masonic Education and Ritual Work have remained central 
pillars of our gatherings. By allowing committees to handle 

business outside of the Stated Communications, and by 
consistently holding monthly Zoom officer meetings, we've 

stayed focused on what truly unites us—becoming better men and Masons.

This year, we’ve been fortunate to host several exceptional Masonic scholars, and that 
momentum continues. This month, we welcome Worshipful Brother Jaime Paul Lamb, 

followed by a presentation from our very own Brother Waleed, our Lodge Tyler. It brings 
me great joy to see our members stepping forward with educational offerings. Brother 

Logan Jeffers, our Chaplain, set a great example with his talk on the history of the Lodge 
Chaplain, reminding us all that the best way to learn is often to teach.

If any Brother would like to give a presentation—whether in person or via Zoom from afar—
please let me know your topic and the month you’d like to present. I truly look forward to 

hearing your insights and perspectives.

That said, there's only so much time in the day to focus on the Craft, and each Master 
naturally emphasizes certain areas during their year in the East. My focus has been on 

Masonic Education and Ritual Work. If any Brother has other interests or passions they'd 
like to see the Lodge involved in, I wholeheartedly encourage you to join a committee 

already working on that initiative. And if such a committee doesn’t yet exist—let me know, 
and we can work together to support you in getting it started.

While I’m deeply committed to our Lodge, I also carry the responsibilities of my vocation as 
a Mortgage Broker and am involved in other activities beyond Freemasonry. For that 

reason, I can only take on so much personally. But I remain fully supportive of any worthy 
Masonic ideal that inspires a Brother to step forward and bring something new to life 

within our Lodge.

Let us continue to labor together in harmony, with purpose and passion, as we work to 
Build the Inner Temple /G\

Sincerely & Fraternally,
W:.M:. Burx Norrod
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From the South,

Brethren it is a pleasure serving the lodge 
and sitting in the South. I am settling into my 

new position and look forward to conferring 
my first EA Degree soon.

In addition to serving meals at our regular 
stated meetings, I would like to host a seafood 

boil and possibly other benefit dinners that 
the funds could go towards landscaping our 
front area and building a courtyard wall for 
privacy. I would propose taking out the gravel 

that is currently there and installing 
concrete or pavers. This in conjunction with 

the courtyard wall would make a nice private 

place to sit in the summer evenings and enjoy fellowship after lodge. This is 
something I plan to bring up in the lodge for discussion.

I would like to congratulate RW Brother Larry Mikkelsen on his new 
position of DDGM of district #4. Brother SW John Keel and I had the distinct 

pleasure of traveling with him on his first official visit to Temple 6. It was 
great to visit Temple 6 again. They served a great meal prior to the meeting, 

and we enjoyed time in their lounge and sitting on the patio afterwards.

I would like to thank my two stewards, Brother Kirk and Brother Benjamin, 
for their great work at our stated meetings making sure all the brothers 

are fed and cleaning up afterwards. They make my job as JW easy, and I 
appreciate them very much.

Bill Whelchel
Junior Warden
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 congratulations Brother Kenneth on being Passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft and 
those who came out to make it happen at the Special Communication held on March 31st!

This important milestone in your Masonic journey is a testament to the dedication, 
integrity, and upright character you have consistently demonstrated. Your past behavior 

and regular deportment have truly merited the honor which has now been conferred 
upon you.

As you continue to advance in Light and understanding, may the lessons of the 
Fellowcraft Degree inspire deeper reflection, greater personal growth, and an even 

stronger bond with your Brothers.

Well done, Brother Freeman — and onward in strength, beauty, and wisdom.

burx norrod
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Congratulations to Bro. Kirk Benson! 

Sandoval Masonic Lodge proudly congratulates Brother Kirk Benson on 
completing the Master Craftsman Course on the Symbolic Lodge—a significant 

achievement in Masonic education!

This course, offered by the Scottish Rite, explores the history, philosophy, and 
evolving symbolism of Blue Lodge Masonry, helping participants gain a deeper 

understanding of the Craft’s foundation and the meanings behind its rituals and 
teachings.

To honor this accomplishment, Bro. Benson was presented with a Certificate of 
Completion and the distinguished Master Craftsman pin, featuring the symbol of 
the REBIS, representing the union of opposites and the harmony sought by every 

Mason.

We commend Brother Benson’s commitment to furthering his Masonic knowledge 
and encourage others to follow his example in the pursuit of Light.

Well done, Brother!
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March Filled with Light: 
Presentations from MWB Robert G. Davis and Bro. Logan Jeffers

March proved to be a truly enlightening month for our Lodge, as both of our Stated 
Communications were graced with thought-provoking and educational presentations that 

left Brethren inspired and deeply engaged.

The month was highlighted by a fantastic Zoom presentation by Most Worshipful Brother 
Robert G. Davis, renowned Masonic author and scholar. His talk focused on the history 
and evolution of Masonic ritual, drawing from the research in his well-known book, The 

Mason’s Words. MWB Davis masterfully connected the historical development of our 
ritual with the philosophical depth behind its structure, symbolism, and significance. His 
insights sparked meaningful discussion and reminded us of the richness and depth of our 

tradition.

Adding to the Light, Brother Logan Jeffers, our Lodge Chaplain, delivered a wonderful 
presentation on the history and role of the Lodge Chaplain. Bro. Jeffers explored how 
this role has evolved over time, its importance in both spiritual and fraternal contexts, 

and the way it enhances the Masonic experience. His thoughtful reflections brought new 
appreciation to a role sometimes overlooked, yet central to the Lodge's spiritual tone and 

well-being.

With these two powerful presentations, both of our March Stated Communications were 
truly filled with Light. It’s a joy to see Brethren seeking, sharing, and spreading 

knowledge—and we look forward to continuing this tradition of Masonic education in the 
months ahead.

MWB Robert G. Davis on Left, 
Bro. Logan Jeffers on right

burx norrod
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Didd Youu Know?

Quite a few charities have 
recently shown that less 

than 3% of funding actually 
goes to the cause itself.

If you’d like to donate to an 
organization where 100% of 

your contribution goes 
directly to the recipients of 

charity—an initiative born 
out of Sandoval Masonic 

Lodge to support children 
with learning disabilities—

Visit:

www.MSCLD.org

Every dollar truly makes a 
difference.
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Widows Sons 'Sons Of Light' Update
By Brother Stuart Miles

Winter weather rarely cooperates with motorcycle riding 
efforts and especially March winds sandblasting everything 

doesn’t help. Most of the Widows Sons activity has been monthly 
meetings

Also the occasional riding by brothers here and there to keep 
active. Like Pres Hey FE and VP KIDD taking a quick ride to Jemez. 
I Sasquatch helped spread the light by attending a CMA meeting 

and ride to Santa Fe.

And we had our quarterly meeting where we also patched in three new members.

Then we had another ride with another MC to spread the light

Summer riding weather is here and more activities are planned. It is important to note that 
if you have a motorcycle of 500cc or greater you are welcome to ride along with us!

"Sons of Light" Chapter is based out of Rio Rancho, NM. dedicated to Charity and aims to 
identify and support the local community needs.

"Sons of Light" Chapter also supports Masonic widows and orphans, and promotes 
fellowship in the motorcycle world.

For more information, email stuartmiles8@gmail.com



 AF & AM

The Widows Sons 'Sons of Light' in Action!
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More from the Widows Sons 'Sons of Light' Chapter! 



RIFLE RAFFLE 

Up for raffle is an Aero Precision M4E1 5.56x45mm rifle. This is an excellent rifle for the seasoned 
professional, the enthusiast looking to add to their collection, or the beginner looking for a solid 
rifle to learn on. This rifle is chambered for 5.56x45mm or .223 rounds and comes with two 30-
round magazines. It is optics ready and comes with Magpul Gen 3 Backup sights as well. The 

forend furniture is MLok compatible and ready for accessories. 

This raffle benefits Sandoval Masonic Lodge who’s charitable events directly support children’s 
education and families in Rio Rancho and throughout Sandoval County. 

Only 400 tickets are available and the drawing will be held on May 30th 2025. The winner will be 
contacted and arrangements will be made with the winner to transfer the rifle. The winning ticket 

number will be formally announced not later than June 2, 2025. 

To purchase tickets, use the QR Code below. A confirmation email will be sent to you within 24 
hours confirming your ticket. 

NOTE: All federal and state laws apply and the winner must be legally able to receive the rifle for 
them to receive it. If the winner is ineligible, a new ticket will be drawn. 



High Tea Fundraiser 
Proceeds will be donated to 

100 Club of NM 
This honorable organization assists families 

 of NM Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters who lose their lives in the line of duty. 

Hosted by : Turquoise Chapter #71 OES 

Sunday, June 29th   at   2 pm 

Temple Lodge #6 
3801 Osuna RD   NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87109 

Tickets $40 each  or $280 for Table of 8 

Tickets are available for pre-sale only to ensure a quality of experience for all guests 

Please purchase your tickets by June 15th 

To make your reservation, please contact Michelle Morrison at 505.239.6827   

To  purchase tickets with a credit or debit card contact  Trish Templeton at  505.400.4977  

*Please Note there will be a 4% service charge to pay by card

To pay by check mail your check to :  

Turquoise Chapter #71  

1380 Rio Rancho Blvd.  #187 ,Rio Rancho, NM  87124 
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Book Review: How to Understand the Bible 
by Manly P. Hall

By Burx Norrod

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."
 — Genesis 1:1

For Freemasons, the Bible holds a unique and sacred place, 
not just as a religious text, but as one of the Three Great 

Lights of Freemasonry. Along with the Square and the 
Compasses, the Bible illuminates the path to moral and 

spiritual enlightenment. As such, understanding the Bible—its 
messages, allegories, and deeper meanings—is central to a 

Mason’s journey. Manly P. Hall’s How to Understand the Bible 
provides an intellectual and metaphysical guide for those 

seeking to unlock the Bible’s profound wisdom, offering 
readers a deeper understanding of this sacred book that is so 

integral to the Masonic experience.

Overview of the Book

In How to Understand the Bible, Hall provides a holistic exploration of the Bible that 
moves beyond its literal interpretations. He presents the Bible as a text with multiple 

layers of meaning—historical, allegorical, and spiritual—that can guide the individual on 
their journey to self-discovery and enlightenment. Hall’s approach resonates 

particularly with Masons, for whom the Bible is not just a moral guide but a spiritual 
beacon of light. By delving into its esoteric teachings and hidden wisdom, Hall shows how 
the Bible can be understood as a key to personal transformation and understanding the 

divine.

The Bible as One of the Three Great Lights

Freemasonry teaches that the Bible is one of the Three Great Lights in the Lodge, the 
others being the Square and the Compasses. This designation underscores the Bible’s 
central role in the moral and spiritual guidance of a Mason. The Three Great Lights 

symbolize the values and principles by which Masons are expected to live: truth, justice, 
and virtue. The Bible, in particular, serves as the spiritual compass that directs the Mason 

toward these ideals, providing the framework within which personal and moral 
development takes place.

Hall’s treatment of the Bible emphasizes its multifaceted nature, which is especially 
relevant for Freemasons who consider the Bible as a source of both practical wisdom and 

spiritual enlightenment. As Hall illustrates, the Bible’s many layers of meaning go far 
beyond simple history or religious dogma, offering universal principles that transcend 
time and place. This aligns perfectly with the Masonic journey, where each step taken is 

guided by the light of wisdom emanating from the Bible.
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Understanding the Bible in a World of Many Versions

One of the book’s key insights is the idea that the Bible is more than just one version of a 
text. Today, there are over 3,000 versions of the Bible in existence, which can make 

understanding the original teachings a challenging task. Hall acknowledges that these 
many versions reflect different theological, historical, and cultural contexts, and he 
encourages readers to approach the Bible with an open mind, recognizing the variety of 

interpretations and translations available.

Freemasons understand the importance of having access to the Bible in a version that 
resonates with their personal beliefs and understanding. This is particularly important 

when considering the Bible’s role in the Lodge. Most Lodges use the Protestant King James 
Version of the Bible, which consists of 66 books. This version is used as the standard in 

many Masonic ceremonies and is typically placed on the altar during Lodge meetings.

However, for Roman Catholic Masons, this poses a significant difference. The Roman 
Catholic Bible includes 73 books, with additional texts that are not present in the 

Protestant version. For Roman Catholic Masons, it might seem appropriate to consider 
replacing the Protestant King James Bible on the altar with a version they hold sacred, 
such as the New American Bible, Revised Edition, which contains the full 73 books. This 

would ensure that the Bible being used in the Lodge aligns with their religious tradition 
and incorporates the full scope of texts they believe to be divinely inspired.

The Bible as an Allegorical and Spiritual Guide

Hall’s examination of the Bible also invites readers to explore its allegorical and 
spiritual dimensions. He argues that the Bible is not just a historical account but a 

spiritual guidebook that reveals profound truths about the human condition and the 
nature of God. Hall emphasizes that many of the Bible’s stories—such as those found in 
Genesis—are symbolic representations of deeper, metaphysical concepts. The creation 

story, for instance, is not only about the physical origins of the world but also about the 
spiritual evolution of the soul.

This allegorical approach aligns with the Masonic tradition, which frequently employs 
symbolic interpretation to uncover deeper truths. Just as the Square and the Compasses 

are symbols with multiple layers of meaning, so too is the Bible a text that must be 
understood beyond its surface level.

The Esoteric Teachings and Their Role in Human Evolution

Hall also delves into the esoteric teachings of the Bible, which are often hidden beneath 
the literal narrative. He draws connections between the Bible and other mystical 

traditions, such as Gnosticism and Kabbalah, suggesting that these traditions share 
common wisdom that can be found throughout various sacred texts. For Freemasons, who 

are often drawn to the study of ancient wisdom, Hall’s analysis offers a deeper 
understanding of how the Bible connects with other spiritual traditions, further 

enriching the Masonic experience.
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Furthermore, Hall speaks of the Bible as a tool for human evolution. Just as Freemasonry 
encourages members to progress through different stages of self-awareness and 

personal development, the Bible serves as a blueprint for that very evolution—guiding the 
individual from ignorance to enlightenment, from darkness to light.

How to Understand the Bible by Manly P. Hall is a thought-provoking and insightful work 
that offers Freemasons a deeper understanding of the Bible’s significance in both a 

spiritual and Masonic context. Hall’s approach resonates with Masons because it 
acknowledges the Bible’s central role as one of the Three Great Lights, while also 

encouraging a broader, more symbolic interpretation of the text. Whether exploring the 
Bible’s allegorical teachings, its esoteric wisdom, or its role in human spiritual evolution, 

Hall provides valuable insights that will help Masons understand the Bible as a key to 
moral, intellectual, and spiritual enlightenment.

For Roman Catholic Masons, in particular, Hall’s discussion about the differences 
between the Protestant and Catholic versions of the Bible provides an opportunity to 

reflect on the Bible they hold sacred. Replacing the Protestant King James Bible with a 
Catholic version, such as the New American Bible, Revised Edition, might be a fitting choice 

to ensure that the text used in the Lodge aligns with their religious beliefs.

Ultimately, Hall’s work serves as a reminder that the Bible is not only a foundational text 
for Freemasons but also a timeless guide to understanding the divine mysteries and living 

a life of virtue and enlightenment /G\

Manly P. Hall was a 20th-century 
Canadian-born author, lecturer, 

Freemason, and mystic best known 
for his influential work The Secret 

Teachings of All Ages, which 
explored esoteric philosophy, 

comparative religion, and ancient 
symbolism.

burx norrod
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Heaven and Earth: The Masonic Square and Compasses 
in Light of Genesis 1:1

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."
 — Genesis 1:1

By Burx Norrod

At the very heart of Masonic symbolism lies one of the most 
recognizable emblems in the world: the Square and Compasses. To 
the uninitiated, these are mere tools of the builder’s craft. But to 
the Freemason, they represent profound spiritual truths—truths 
that echo the very first words of the Holy Scriptures. Genesis 1:1 

tells us plainly and powerfully: God is the Creator of both realms
—the heavens and the earth. Likewise, the Square and Compasses 

can be understood as symbolic reflections of these two divine 
domains.

The Square: The Realm of Earth

The Square, with its rigid right angle, represents earthly order, 
morality, and justice. It teaches the Mason to "square his actions," 
to live uprightly in his dealings with his fellow man. The square is 

the instrument of the stonemason, used to ensure that 
foundations are true, level, and just—a tool grounded in the 

material world.

In this way, the Square represents Earth: the plane of physical 
reality, of labor and duty, of community and construction. It 

speaks to our obligation to live rightly within the natural order, 
to build wisely and ethically upon the firm foundations God has 

given us. The Square reminds us that while we may dwell in a world 
of imperfection, we are to strive for virtue and harmony in all we 

do.

The Compasses: The Realm of Heaven

In contrast, the Compasses stretch outward in arcs, marking 
boundaries and drawing circles. In the ancient world, the circle 
was the perfect form, without beginning or end—a symbol of the 
divine, eternal, and infinite. The Compasses thus represent the 

Heavens, the spiritual realm, the unseen order that governs the 
cosmos.

(Continued on next page)
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Masons are taught to use the Compasses to "circumscribe our desires," reminding us to 
keep our passions and actions within bounds. But more than that, the Compasses call us to 
reach upward—to seek the divine will, to contemplate the celestial, and to align our lives 

not only with earthly justice but with spiritual wisdom.

In Harmony: Heaven and Earth United

The Square and Compasses are often interlaced or joined, one above the other. This union 
beautifully mirrors the structure of Genesis 1:1—"God created the heavens and the 

earth." It suggests that both realms—spiritual and material—are essential, 
complementary, and divinely ordained.

Freemasonry teaches that a life well-lived must be balanced between these two realities. 
The Square keeps our feet firmly planted on solid ground, reminding us of our duties to 
society, family, and ourselves. The Compasses lift our eyes to the heavens, calling us to 

higher truths, eternal principles, and the Great Architect of the Universe.
Just as Genesis begins with the unity of the heavens and the earth, the Mason is reminded 
through his working tools to bring together the spiritual and the physical, the ideal and 

the actual, the divine and the human. To be a Mason, then, is to live at that intersection—to 
build on earth according to a heavenly design.

The symbolism of the Square and Compasses is not arbitrary—it is cosmic. And its deepest 
resonance can be heard in the very first line of Scripture. In the beginning, God created 

the heavens and the earth. In our beginnings, as Masons and as men, we are called to 
honor that same duality: to square our actions on earth and to compass our desires in 
accordance with the heavens. In doing so, we reflect the divine image in which we were 
made and fulfill the sacred duty of building not only temples of stone, but temples of 

character and light /G\

Freemasonry has been defined as being a "peculiar 
system of morals, veiled in allegory and 

illustrated by symbols." 

Uncovering these allegories is the great aim we 
have in view through better understanding our 

ritual work.

burx norrod
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Two Brothers Raised at Chapman Lodge No. 2 – A Day to Remember!

By Burx Norrod

On April 5th, the historic walls of Chapman Lodge No. 2 in Las Vegas, NM, echoed with the 
solemn and inspiring words of the Master Mason Degree, as Brother Adrian Gutierrez and 

Brother David Muniz were Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.

The day was made truly memorable by an outstanding turnout of Brethren from across 
the jurisdiction. Fellowship was in full force, beginning with a delicious pancake 

breakfast that set the tone for what would be a remarkable day of Masonry.

Adding to the significance of the occasion, we were deeply honored by the presence of 
Most Worshipful Grand Master Robin Justice, who made the journey to witness and 

support the Raising. His presence was a powerful reminder of the unwavering dedication 
of our Grand Lodge leadership to the Craft and its members at all levels.

The icing on the cake came in the form of a wonderful and informative tour of Chapman 
Lodge’s historic building, graciously led by Right Worshipful Brother Glen Maestas. For 

many of the visiting Brethren, it was their first time experiencing the rich heritage and 
charm of one of the oldest Lodges in our state.

Events like these remind us of the beauty of traveling Masonry—the connections made, the 
light shared, and the support shown across Lodge lines. We highly encourage all 

Brethren to travel whenever time avails. The experiences and friendships built are truly 
priceless.
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Top: WM Burx & Bro. Paul Flores 
getting a tour of the Lodge from 

RW Glen Maestas. 

Right: WM Burx playing the 
Steinway piano from the late 

1800's with historical tracing 
boards in the foreground!

Bottom: The beautiful Lodge room 
of Chapman Lodge No. 2

burx norrod
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Sandoval Lodge Honored at Grand Lodge Annual Communication

At the 148th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico held in Hobbs, 
Sandoval Masonic Lodge was proud to be recognized for its commitment to excellence in 

both ritual and Lodge operations.

We were awarded the Ron Brinkman Award Ribbon for Ritual Work, a testament to the 
dedication and precision of our degree teams in preserving and performing our sacred 

rites with care and excellence.

In addition, Sandoval Lodge received the Ray Carpenter Award Ribbon for Lodge 
Excellence, recognizing our efforts in leadership, administration, education, and 

community involvement throughout the past year.

These honors reflect the hard work and unity of our Brethren, and we thank everyone 
who contributed their time and energy to help us earn these distinctions. Let us continue 

to build on this momentum as we strive to be even better in the year ahead!

Well done, Brethren!
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Share Your Light!

Do you have an idea for a Masonic education presentation you'd like to 
share with the Lodge this year? Or is there something you'd love to see 

featured in next month’s Trestleboard?

We want to hear from you! Whether it’s a topic you've been studying, a 
question you’d like explored, or a creative piece to contribute, your input 

helps keep our Lodge engaged, informed, and inspired.

Reach out to Trestleboard Editor Burx Norrod at BurxNorrod@gmail.com 
with your suggestions or content ideas. Let’s keep the Light shining strong

—together!




