From the East

“Associate yourse(f with Men of good Quality

if you Esteem your own Reputation; for it is

better to be alone thar in bad Company.”

George Washington

Brothers,

This is one of the motives that brought me to

Masonry in general and to Sandoval Lodge
in particular. | always know that the Brothers
of this Lodge will step up when there is a
need. As Master of the Lodge this year | have
seen it time and time again. Whether the
need is within our Lodge or the larger
community, someone always steps up. It is
comforting to know that one of you will be
there, lending a helping hand or bringing
comfort to the distressed. Your work has

made me proud.

WM Eric Moses




From the South

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND FREEMASONRY
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE By: Bro. Robert T. Runciman

Bro. Robert T. Runciman wrote an article (bv the same title) that was published in Vo /. /04, Ar.s
Quatuor Corollatt)rum for the Year 1991. This STB was taken from that article.

In Beeton’s Christmas Annual of 1887, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle presented to the public A Study in
Scarlet, his first Sherlock Holmes story. From this beginning there followed fifty-six short stories
and three novels with Sherlock Holmes and his ‘Boswell,” John H. Watson, M.D., as the principal
characters. From the ‘canon’, as the short stories and novels are referred to by Sherlockians,
there have emerged 'writings upon writings’ upon every topic imaginable, including references to
Freemasonry.

Arthur Charles Ignatius Conan Doyle was born on 22 May 1859 at Picardy Place, Edinburgh,
the son of Charles Doyle and Mary Foley. He was the first in a family which included three sisters
and a brother. The father, Charles Doyle, was a civil servant and an artist who was unworldly
and impracticable, and his family suffered because of it. His mother was the guiding force in the
family and in Conan Doyle’s life.

Of his boyhood, Conan Doyle recalls that it was spartan. At the age of 10 he was sent to Hodder,
where boys were prepared for entry to Stonyhurst, a prominent public school in Lancashire.
When he was ready to pursue his higher education it was decided that he should enter medical
school at Edinburgh University. He entered in 1876 and graduated with the degree of Bachelor of
Medicine in 1881. As part of his medical studies, he spent seven months as sur-geon on the
whaling ship Hope in the Arctic in 1880. After taking his medical degree Doyle sailed to South
Africa for four months as ship’s doctor on board the Mayumba.

Conan Doyle married Louise Hawkins in 1885. From that union were bom two children. His wife,
whom he called ‘Touie’ died of tuber-culosis in 1906 after a thirteen-year illness and despite
recuperative treatment at several loca-tions. In 1907, he married Jean Leckie and there were
three children of that marriage.

Conan Doyle is reported to have been able to write his stories in a variety of situations and
circumstances, for example, while riding on a train or in a room full of people, and his
hand-written manuscripts indicate that they required very little revision.

Although he is best-known for the Holmes canon, Conan Doyle considered himself to be an
historical novelist and that is where his pri-mary interest lay. Among many such works from his
pen were Micah Clark, The Firm of Girdlestone, The White Company, and The Refugees. He also
wrote many short stories, including those about Brigadier Gerard and Sir Nigel and others on the
themes of mystery and terror. There is a further collection entitled Round the Red Lamp which
relates to his medical practice and The Stark Munro Letters which are autobiographical in

character. But his real autobiography was Memories and Ad ventures.

Continued on the next page...
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND FREEMASONRY By: Bro. Robert T. Runciman
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

Continued from the previous page...

We will use two examples of references to Freemasonry in Conan Doyles work:

THE ADVENTURE OF THE MUSGRAVE RITUAL (The Strand, 1893)

Reginald Musgrave, an acquaintance of Holmes, asked him to apply ‘those powers with which you used to amaze
us’ to something strange and inexplicable in his ancestral home in Sussex. The butler who had been given his notice
cf dismissal for prying into family affairs had disappeared without a trace and Holmes was retained to find him.
During the investigation Holmes took possession of a ritual which had been in the Musgrave family for generations.
He used it to locate both the missing but-ler and an ancient crown of the King of England (Charles 1).

The document which Holmes took into his possession was described by its owner as ‘the strange catechism to which
each Musgrave had to .submit when he came to man’s estate'. He read out the questions and answers:

Whose was it

His who is gone.

Who shall have it?

He who will come.

Where was the sun?

Over the oak.

Where was the shadow?

Under the elm.

How was it stepped?

North by ten and by ten, east by five and by five, south by two and by two, west by one and by one, and so under.
What shall we give for it?

All that is ours.

Why should we give it?

For the sake of the trust.

Professor Jay MacPherson of the University of Toronto is of the opinion that this catechism had its origins in Freemasonry.

Barrett G. Potter, in his 'Sherlock Holmes and the Masonic Connection’ also believes that the ritual had its roots in

Masonic catechisms used for the instruction of the brethren. THE VALLEY OF FEAR (The Strand, 1914)

Continued on the next page...
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“Life is all about experiences. There are many good - and many bad ... it's how we make use of the lessons
from the bad are what forms our being. Consistently striving to be that Perfect Ashlar should be that great
aim we all have in view.” Bro. Burx Norrod |

Our Brother has been n the process of writing a book called ‘Killing Fear’ ... and he is going to speak
about his many experiences in life. It's been an ever evolving process as he continues to gain new
experiences, which is the main reason for his book taking so long to come out. So on that note lets step into
the life of our Brother Burx.

Bro. Burx was born to Burx & En-Tsin in Maui, Hawaii on September 2nd, 1976. Burx has 2 siblings named
Burxine & Bettylou. He attended Kamehameha High School and graduated May, 1994. From the young
age of ten our brother wanted to join the Marines as he was inspired by his dad who was in the Marine
Corps & the Rhodesian SAS, which this had massive influence over him. His father was his main inspiration
as a child and growing up. His dad was always around - and we always went on adventures to make life
fun, interesting and educational. For any military enthusiasts, his dad joined the Rhodesian Special Air
Service (SAS) after he got out of the Marine Corps ... and was featured in the Soldier of Fortune Magazine
as well as many books regarding the Rhodesian War or the Rhodesian SAS in general.

Bro. Burx furthered his schooling by joining and attending for 3 years at George Mason University for
Information Technology. He works as a Mortgage Broker primarily from the comfort of his house. He helps
folks get their financing needed for home purchases or refinancing in New Mexico, California, Arizona,
and Washington states. He has been doing this over 10 plus years.

He has only one child, that he knows of but that just brings mystery to this story... His daughter is 12 and
her name is Angie. At this point in his life he looks up to his brethren and all that they do in the community.
They are a part of his personal sphere, and those he feels he can most rely on.

His favorite quote or life motto is:

"You can get anything you want in life if you help others get what they want." - Zig Ziglar

"Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law." - Aleister Crowley

So as | said above he was highly inspired by his father and he wanted to join the marines more than
anything so ... he did and decided to stay in for 6 years. He was a Rifleman - MOS 0311, his rank was
Sergeant (E-5) and yes he was a MARINE , USMC Hoorah.

Bro. Burx told me he has a Yorkie and that it’s mainly his daughters. It's name is Brownie and my personal
opinion (don’t say | said this) but | think honestly the Yorkie is all him.

As a Marine and a traveling man he has been all over and throughout Africa, Asia, and also throughout
the United States. He has lived in Rhodesia (now known as Zimbabwe for 6 years) otherwise he is from
Hawaii and primarily was there for growing up. His favorite place he has visited is still to be discovered as
he likes it that way so he never wants to stop exploring and settle in one place.

His hobbies are studying many things like the Occult studies of spiritualism and esoterics, reading, learning
to play my guitar/ piano/violin. Also shooting sports, skydiving, travel, exploring new places - learning

new things!
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Albuquerque Scottish Rite Club (ASRITE)

By Bro. Burx Norrod

“Like drinking from a philosophical firehose” is a statement I’'ve commonly heard from many (including
myself) of those who have gone through the Scottish Rite Reunion, and I’ve been through quite a few
after going through the Reunion myself during the Spring of 2013. And - in most jurisdictions, this
happens twice a year depending on the amount of candidates petitioning for these Degrees.

As such - the Santa Fe Scottish Rite Valley has just completed it’s Reunion - which lasted from Oct
|4th through the |7. Imagine, if you will, the amount of time it takes for a Masonic candidate to go
through the first 3 Degrees of the Blue Lodge ... with each Degree taking the amount of time it does.
As aresult - because of time constraints - these Scottish Rite Degrees, which consist of Degrees 4
through 32, could go on for as long as 4 days ... some in as short as | day, depending on jurisdiction,
the reason for the ‘firehose’ effect.

| remember going through it myself - with back to back Saturdays, at which the end | was then
congratulated as being a “Master of the Royal Secret™. This had frustrated me a bit - because | didn’t
catch what that ‘secret’ was, and thought | failed and surely had to do it all over again! Come to find
out - this was a natural thought process because while there’s modes of recognition presented
throughout the Reunion, it tends to slip past many due to the fact it’s not something the newly minted
Scottish Rite Mason will ever do or see again until the next Reunion - probably 6 months later.
Because Scottish Rite Valley stated communications tend to happen just once a month - where there
may be an educational component to it (like the Blue Lodge, there’s ALWAYS business to attend to!)

- it leaves it up to the individual member to take it upon himself to further study these Degrees.
Thankfully - the House of the Temple came up with the program called the Master Craftsman ... which
is an online (or by mail correspondence) course to help the member to understand just what he had
learned through a series of quizzes - but formatted in such a way to help him to get through it in an
organized manner.

Because study groups for the Master Craftsmans program are often conducted at the Scottish Rite
Temple itself all the way in Santa Fe - here in Albuquerque, what exists is the ASRITE program - or the
Albuquerque Scottish Rite Club, which not only serves to present

a topic of relevance on Freemasonry in general, but also to help a Master Craftsman student to get
through the quizzes as well, providing understanding along the way.

There’s 3 different Master Craftsman courses available - one for the Blue Lodge called “Symbolic
Lodge”, using the book Esoterika, one called “Scottish Rite Ritual & History” using the Scottish Rite
Ritual Monitor & Guide - and the last installment is “Scottish Rite Philosophy”, using the often
misunderstood book (in part due to writing at the time) Morals & Dogma ... consisting of over 800
pages! As such - completion of this course is not a race ... but one where the individual Mason would
want to at least START - and FINISH in a timely manner (ideally, 6 months per course). This could also
be done much sooner if one should have the time toinvest in it.

The additional benefit of the ASRITE with its study group is to help the Brother to complete the course,
possibly even faster than if he did it on his own.

If you've been a newly minted Scottish Rite member, or have been one for a while - and still can’t
remember the lessons taught to you during the Reunion you went through - OR, if haven’t even joined
the Scottish Rite, yet want to invest an evening for Masonic enlightenment, ASRITE meets on the [st
Mondays of every month from 6pm at the Ballut Abyad Shrine, with pizza.

For more information - email BurxNorrod@gmail.com

Scientia Est Potentia! (Knowledge Is Power!) l

Sincerely & Fraternally, Burx Norrod e
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From the South

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND FREEMASONRY
SIRARTHUR CONAN DOYLE By: Bro. Robert T. Runciman

Continued from the previous page...

He was quite irritated that his detective stories received more attention than his other work.
In 1923 he wrote: ‘Il believe that if | had never touched Holmes, who tended to obscure my
higher work, my position in literature would at the present moment be a more commanding

one.

Indeed Conan Doyle became so disenchanted with Sherlock Holmes that in 'The Final
Problem’', written in 1893, Holmes was killed in a fall over the Reichenbach Falls in Switzerland
while in deadly combat with Professor Moriarty, the 'Napoleon’ of crime and his arch-enemy.
Holmes’s death dismayed readers so much that letters of complaint poured in. In one, a

lady addressed the author as ‘you brute’ and even his mother begged him not to kill Holmes.
Some men wore black armbands in mouming! In 1903, Holmes was restored to life in ‘The
Adventure of the Empty House'. From August 1901 to April 1902, The Hound of the
Baskervilles appeared in serial fomm in The Strand Magazine, but Conan Doyle remained
adamant that Holmes was dead and this was a previously unchronicled case.

He was also a prolific writer on various topics of current interest and wrote innumerable
letters to the Press. He was responsible for introducing downhill skiing into Switzerland,

the introduc-tion of metal helmets for combat soldiers and the inflatable life-preserver for
sailors. He was also an energetic champion of divorce reform and was one of the first
proponents of a tunnel connecting England and France. Although he was too old for active
service in World War 1, he was actively engaged in the war effort on the home front and
wrote and spoke about the hostilities.

Arthur Conan Doyle was initiated on 26 January 1887 at the age of 27, passed on 23
February 1887 and raised on 23 March 1887 in Phoenix Lodge No. 257, South seaq,
Hampshire. He resigned in 1889 and rejoined in 1902 but finally withdrew in 1911 without
having made further progress in the Craft. The records of the United Grand Lodge of England
contain no indication of his having affiliated with any other lodge.

The October 1901 edition of Masonic lllustrated, page 29, indicates that Conan Doyle
attended a lodge at Bloemfontein with Rudyard Kipling during the Boer War. Upon his

return home in the same year he was made an honorary member of The Lodge of Edinburgh
(Mary’ s Chapel) No. | in Edinburgh. This membership was conferred upon him when he
accepted an invitation to speak at a Bums’ Night Dinner. In this speech he confirmed the
many reports which had been received of the value of Freemasonry on the battlefield.
Prisoners on both sides, when found to be freemasons, were invariably treated with more

courtesy and consideration than would other-wise have been the case.

Continued on the next page...
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND FREEMASONRY
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DQOY|lE By:Bro.RobertT. Runciman

Continued from the previous page...

This full-length novel was written by Conan Doyle three years after he resigned his membership of Phoenix Lodge. In it Holmes was called in to investigate the death
of John Douglas and his wife at Birlstone Manor, Sussex. Among the clues were a card with the symbol V.V.341 scrawled upon it and a brand mark on the deceased’s
arm. The V.V.341 referred to the Ancient Order of Freemen, the ‘Scowrers’ of Vemmissa Lodge No. 341. In the course of the story lodge proceedings are dis-cussed
and the following ensues with reference to Birdy Edwards (alias John McMurdo):

'John McMurdo', said the voice, ‘are you already a member of the Ancient Order of Freemen?'

He bowed in assent.

'Is your lodge No. 29, Chicago?'

He bowed again.

“Dark nights are unpleasant', said the voice.

'Yes, for strangers to travel', he answered.

'The clouds are heavy.'

'Yes, a storm is approaching.’

'Are the brethren satisfied?’ asked the Bodymaster.

There was a general mummur of assent.

'We know, Brother, by your sign and by your countersign that you are indeed one of us', said McGinty. ‘ We would have you know, however, that in this country
and in other countries of these parts we have certain rites, and also certain duties of our own which call for good men. Are you ready to be tested'?’

This is a catechism somewhat similar to that in 'The Musgrave Ritual'.

Other stories with Masonic references are:

A STUDY IN SCARLET ( 1887)

A SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA

THE ADVENTURES OF THE RED- HEADED LEAGUE THE STOCKBROKERS CLERK (The Strand, 1893)

THE ADVENTURE OF THE YELLOW FACE (The Strand, 1 893)

THE ADVENTURE OF THE NORWOOD BUILDER (The Strand, 1203)

THE ADVENTURE OF THE RETIRED COLOURMAN (The Strand, 1927)

The name Sherlock Holmes conjures up images of Victorian England, swirling fog and a tall thin detective with a deerstalker hat, magnifying glass and a pipe with

a curved stem. For Sherlockians he lives and their writings have produced voluminous comments upon the man. Vincent Starrett, a leading Sherlockian, in The Private
Life of Sherlock Holmes, observed that 'The existence of Sherlock Holmes is, however, something more than a matter of mere faith. That he emerged from the pages
of a book may be a concern for scholarly regard, but it can hardly be denied that he has taken his place in the living world.'

It is reported that the French General Humbert, famous in World War 1, asked of Conan Doyle: 'Sherlock Holmes, est-ce qu’il est un soldat dans I'arme’e anglaise?’
[Is Sherlock Holmes a soldier in the English army?] There was an embarassing moment and then Doyle replied: ‘Mais, mon gene'ral, il est trop vieux pour le service’
[But, General, he is too old for active service].

Conan Doyle died on 7 July 1930 at Crowborough in Sussex and was buried in the garden of the family home at Windlesham in Surrey. The headstone was of British
oak and is inscribed only with his name, his date of birth and the four words ‘Steel True, Blade Straight.” Eighteen years earlier, without realizing it, he had written

his own epitaph: '| have wrought my simple plan, if | give one hour of joy to the boy who's half a man or the man who's halt a boy.

End...



HILLSBORO

At the beginning of October, Kingston Lodge Our Scotch and Cigar benefit fundraiser for the
No. 16 held their annual Turn of the Century Bikes for Books program was a huge success! The
celebration in Hillsboro, NM. Bro Tyler was event was catered by the ever amazing Chef Sean
commemorated by Hillsboro for all his hard and Royal Empire Catering. Chef Sean never
work on social media for Freemasonry. Other disappoints with his amazing platters and meals,
awards were given away at the event to it's always a treat to have him catering for us.
those that attended such as, “ longest beard, ” Sandoval Lodge No. 76 would like to thank each
“Oldest Mason in the room,” and a few and everyone who attended and participated. A
others. There were several amazing presentations very special thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Keers for
on the colorful history of southwest New opening up their doors and hosting the benefit
Mexico and Hillsboro during the territory event at their beautiful home. Thank you WB Leon
days. and Bro. Davin for organizing such a wonderful
The Vulcan Gavel made its way to Hillsboro event. I'd also like to specially thank those brethren
and was passed through 4 lodges at the who were not able to attend but still contributed to
event. Animas Lodge No.15 which is where the program.

it started in our state.

COTCH & WHISKEY NIGHT
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His favorite music depends on mood at the time but his favorite musician is easily Paul
McCartney. His favorite actor is Al Pacino and while watching a Pacino flick e will
enjoy his favorite food which is a nice hardy Steak & Lobster meal. He loves to enjoy
a Chocolate Malt drink with friends or family when out for dinner or at home enjoying
some good times and maybe during his favorite show (Blacklist) or movie (Brave
Heart).

His favorite books to read are ‘The 10X Rule’ by Grant Cardone & in his likes for
reading on Magic his favorite is ‘Book 4-Liber ABA’ by Aleister Crowley. His favorite
number is 93.

Bro. Norrod Loves sports from Tennis to UFC; from shooting sports to martial arts. He
likes active sports. As of now he is active in tennis & Shooting Sports (Pistol & Rifles)

- USPSA & IDPA. He was in Karate, Rifle Shooting Sports & surfing when he was a
young.

Bro. Burx’s future plans in life are to be able to continue to travel, and discovering
himself, the world around him; all the while learning new ways of thinking to go along
with those travels and experiences.

His future plans in masonry are to be as active with Masonic Ritual & Education as
possible in order to share the Light as much as he can. Mere curiosity brought him
here and that in itself is the free will and accord to learn and further his light in life
and in Masonry.

Bro. Burx was brought over to Sandoval Lodge No. 76 for a regular communication
by two Sandoval members (Tyler & Davin) at a MLK Parade in 2019. Atter 2020
happened and lodge opened back up in 2021 he petitioned our lodge and soon after
became a member. He was happy that Bro. Davin and myself (Bro. Tyler) kept in close
contact and relations with him so that he was able to petition and become a member
of this wonderful lodge.

Burx is also apart of Scottish Rite (Santa Fe Valley) & Shriner (El-Korah in Boise Idaho.
3 Accomplishments that he’d like to share with us all:

1. He has been able to Initiate, Pass, and Raise many Masons.

2. He has been able to live his life to the fullest - with no regrets.

3. He has been able to scratch every itch he has needed to scratch, and lived to tell
the tale.

The first time Bro. Burx Norrod stepped into a Masonic lodge was in 2012 and he
showed up to Herndon Lodge No. 264 in Virginia. He was Entered, Passed and Raised
all in the same year of 2012. Before that day he had never stepped foot into a lodge.
Than in 2013 he then moved to Idaho and joined Idaho Lodge No.1. He soon demitted
from it after he affiliated with Capital City Lodge No. 93 about 6 months later, which
seems odd but both Lodges are in Boise, meeting at the same building, same night,
sharing the same dinner so why not. He joined Sandoval Lodge No. 76 in the summer
of 2021 after moving to New Mexico in 2019.

The rest is to be decided by the fates.
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